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O =20 jcyyish rocker attracts fans with faith, music

Some call Rick Recht the Jewish Dave Matthews’
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Celebrity News CHESTERFIELD, Mo. - Rehearsing in his
Holiday guide basement recording studio, Rick Recht looks
Movies every bit the rocker with his retro T-shirt, worn
Access Hollywood jeans and medium-brown hair tucked behind
Music his ears.
Lifestyle His left foot taps the beat while he strums an
Test Pattem acoustic guitar and sings in ... Hebrew?
Comics, Sudoku
Horoscope Recht's music, recorded in English and
Lottery punctuated by Hebrew, is contemporary Jewish
U.S. News rock. Referred to in some circles as the “Jewish
World News Da\_fe Matthews_," R_Echt and his band tour
nationwide, delivering about 150 performances
Business a year. They get fan mail and autograph
Sports requests. One concert photo shows teenage
Entertalnment boys who have decorated their bare chests to
Tech / Science read "Rick Recht Rules!”
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MSNBC TV independent stud
Today Show s bl
Nightly News « Hurricanes can't stop Always the Runner
Meet the Press This Loulsiana instrumental prog pop quartet is
Dateline NBC trying to resurrect the devastated New Orleans
music scene. By Paul Olund
Shopping His home office has a well-equipped recording
o studio and a video editing room. He's starting a | " TFD ARTICLES
p'frsrmlfM i Tecord label and two Web sites to raise the « Jewish Festival Serves Up Tasty Food
Autos profile of Jewish radio and music. He also has « Katrina can't stop Rosh Hashana service
Real Estate shelves of Rick Recht Band merchandise — + Berlin's Jewish festival revives "golden '20s"
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with Expedia with "All Tov” — the Hebrew equivalent of "It's + SOCCEr-HUNGary HA Urged To Take action over
all good” — need lock no further. anlj-semitic chants
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show their Jewish pride and let their friends MOST POPULAR
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+ Roberts court hears first abortion rights case
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Recht, 35, lives in the St. Louis suburb of
Chesterfield. He was raised by an Orthodox

mother and a Reform father, practicing in a .+ Signs of water found deep within Mars
Holiday shoes Conservative congregation. But Recht drifted « Historic hurricane season ends ... sort of
* Shoes for all from Judaism in college and began a career as « Most viewed on MSNBC.com
* Boot shop a secular rock musician.
* Men's shoes
» Little girls Back at home, he was giving guitar lessons to

a young woman who convinced him to be a songleader at a Jewish
day camp she directed. That woman is now his wife, and they have
two young children.

“I had a life epiphany,” Recht said of his time at the camp. He loved
working with children and began writing and performing songs with a
Jewish message. His work appealed to young people because of its
pop sound.

ﬁf;rmgtchﬂ' Driven to share music
. orcelebrft'?%- He recorded the “Tov"” compact disc in 1999. By 2000, he was on
- tour almost the whole summer, often playing for summer camps and
youth groups.
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He's now in the
process of releasing
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= Personals with

PerfectMatch.com * The week in "Shabbat Alive! Live,”
« Buy Life celebrity sightings .
Insurance Oct. 17 - 24: Uma a compact ijSC ar‘lq
« expedia.com Thurman and Meryl DVD of an interactive
« Holiday Glifts Streep are in their worship service
Prime"; Madonna including congregation
makes a surprise d ch |
Launch appearance. an _C_ Ol’a_
iponsors: participation. He has
genuine peapl recorded a children’s music CD, "Free to Be the Jew in Me" and a
: secular project, “What Feels So Right.” An upcoming project, "Tear

Down the Walls,” is about dismantling racism.

Rabbi Daniel Freelander of the Union for Reform Judaism, a
coordinating body for 900 synagogues, called Recht one of the more
popular emerging artists in contemporary Jewish music.

"We need to have more Rick Rechts out there,” he said.

Freelander said Recht can be seen as part of a 35-year-old line of
contemporary Jewish music, including artists like Debbie Friedman,
Cantor Jeff Klepper and Craig Taubman, though he notes Recht
brings his own rock sound.

Recht, who is well-versed in other contemporary Jewish artists like
Soulfarm, Moshav Band and Blue Fringe, is a firm believer that
Jewish music can learn lessons from the popularity of contemporary
Christian music. He praised the high-quality recordings, the reach of
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spiritual context.

Recht would like to see his music reach a broader audience one day
— "but not to cross over and leave the Jewish world behind.”

"1 feel driven to share Jewish music with other people,” he said,
"because [ feel they're going to feel that same connection.”

© 2005 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may

not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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