Teachingtee

§t. Louis based Jewlsh rocker
Rick Recht is a man on a mission.
He 15 already a2 popular Jewish
mugic artist giving more
150 performances a year (hat
touch people all over the world.
He wante more. He wants his
music to be a toul [pr bringing
all people together. That doesn’t
mean that he is chasing the charts
and changing to suit the muwls
of pupulur music. Recht 1s at
the head of a musical initiative
aimed at cducating youlls und
giving them the tools w fight
discrimination and bias. Recht's
pewest album is entitled Tear
Down {he Walls and its theme is
hreaking the barriers of bias that
separate all people.

“I'm an educator,” said Recht,
*music is my medium”

After releasing two critically
accluimed secular albums Recht
returned 1o his Jewish roots in
1999 when he released Tov, his
first non secular cffor.  Tov
means pood in Hebrew and
Recht eaw his transition 10
faith based mwusic as @ nawral
progression of who he_was and

what he wanted to say. Since
then he hus been quite successiul,
Recht Iay combined high energy
rock music witli the themes and
o lessons of Jewish cuiture, He
sees Tear Down the Walls ds a
natural extension of what he is
alrcady doing. However, he was
not satisfied with just infusiug his
" music with @ message. Working
in conjunction with the Anti-

;3% Nefimation Leaguc he has made

~ Tear Down the Walls into more

B& than an alhum. 1t is the first siep

a project aimed at changing
he anitudes of teens toward
iscrimination and bias
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According 1o its website, ww
w.toardownthewalls.ony,  “Tear
Down the Walls™ is, “a unique.
Z-phase initiative wtilizing the
power of popular rock music
o cxcite (eens about their
role in the work of breaking
down bias and prejudice in
their communities,” Upon . the
album's release it was distributed
to more than a thousand Jewish
youth throughout the St. Louis
ey area. All of those young
people are invited, along with the
public, to a January 19 scripled
performance at the University
City High Schoul auditorivm
dedicared 0 the memory of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. This Rock
Against Racism concert will include
Reclit and many of those who came
together on the “Tear Nown the
Walls" album. Multicultural artists
from the Jewish, African-American
and Cluisian commumies will
come togelher in a  theatrical
performance  using  mugie, the
spoken word, individual vocalists,
choirs and activists,

“This is not going W0 be a
showase,” said Recht. “This will
be Mﬂﬂ performing together o
get the message out.”

As uplifting as the music is and
the performance will be, Recht
aud the ADL see them as only the
beginning. Throughout this cffort
they will be recrviting youth o
participate in the Anti-Defamation
League's World of Difference &
Ingtitute. Those youth volunleers
will be given wraining designed to
transform them into change agents
in their echools and communities.

“1 want to give divectdon in what
'mi wrylng 10 teach,” said Recht

Recht has come w believe thi
all caltures and all people value
social justice.  Everyone s aware
of the problem but few know
understand the wols 20 FCHOUITES
they have al their disposal (0
combat the problem. By combining!
musie with training and ongoing.
recruitment of intcivsied  youth,
Recht sccs @ way to break the
cycle of inactivity  He approached
the ADL with his vision bccawe
he huew (hey provided (olcrance
training to schools, organizations |
and businesses. By opplying that
training o youth on a broad scalc,
Rechi believes that change is hound
10 come

“If we ean get fteens do Ju it
everyune else will follow,” he said.

Denise DeCou, Project Director
of the World of Differeaced
[nstitute in Missouri, eays ot the
young people who paricipute in
the taining will Rave “cye Opening,
. cmotional cxperiences.”

The training will be given 1n £ nour
blocks over several weeks DIween
February and May. During the
training participants will, “confront
differences and sources of bias,"
said DeCou,

By the cnd of the training they will

be able to recognize bias and have

the skills to challenge it and create a
non biascnvironmeat. Eavli baining
session will be conducted by 2-4
trained facilitators and will progress
from pasticipants challenging thir
own bias w0 undersianding factors
Ahat contribute 1o uneamned privilege
and diserimination. By the end of
the waining the swdents will have
the capacity 1o be leaders and part

“We are Urying 10 erack the ceiling '

-
BOTE COURTESY WHW, TEA 1

S0, LOUTS Fik MUSICION KECK RECTIE IS WOTKING WILN OTEa SIUTents [o learn how
to overcome bios and prejudice in their lives, in their schoals, and in their

rommunities,

“We arc |ryln§w:ln creair a self.
perpeunting 2 of change
agents,” snid DeCou,

She _has seen it work  before
and cites schools that have had
discrimination  problems
students  being  tuanal  aroond
ley the Injection of students why
partieipated in the training,

By staming with yvouth. DeCou
believes that a new wave &an hs

g 7. S e il
minimizing prejudice and injustics
on personal levels will, in tum,
cradicale systemic discrimination.

Afier the training each stodent
volunieer will be supported by the
ADL in their efforts W challenpe
bias. They will bave n menu of
aciions they esn initisde for the
CELRE, 'h'rf will be expecied 1y
do everyihing from challenging
prejndice when they see it ta

OrgaRExing evonta or starting cluls
that focus on am

,- i-disgrimination,
- dust as importantly they will recric

studentc from all baskgrounds to

- tke the baining. By each student

Guplicating. Wim or hesself they
ml ereate momentum for lasting

The musig from the Tear Down the
Waﬁsmwi![beuminﬂnmjnin'
ond Recht himwell will panticipate
when his schedule permit
students will be required to build
multiculurl eoalitions.  Aldwugh
the first pluse of the initistive
concentrates on Jewish youth there
154 fw.n on including Afrioen.
Amenican youth ae well, t
to Rocht the shacd leriiage of
discrimination agamst both groups
makes them natural allies in the
fight for sneial justice.




